
January 17, 2009

Friday Reading

based on Romans 12:12

Luther once said, “Affliction is the best book in my library.” He could say that because he understood life under the cross. He understood that just as God was at work in love through the suffering of the cross, so His love is at work in the suffering of his people.

God has a way of working in affliction. That is why He never promises His people the absence of affliction. Indeed, Jesus said, “In the world you will have affliction.” Sin sees to that. But Jesus had more to say. “Take heart! I have overcome the world.” The afflictions Christians face become tools in God’s hands of love through which He disciplines and teaches and refines.  He does this, the writer to the Hebrews says, so that we might “share in His holiness.”

This is the view of affliction that life under the cross gives. It is radically different than the world gives. The world sees no purpose in affliction, especially the suffering associated with dying. The world defines compassion as ending suffering by ending life. Those who live under the cross would define compassion suffering with people, caring for them, and allowing God to do His work. The God who created the world out of nothing, the God whose mighty power is seen again and again in the pages of Scripture, can certainly accomplish His will even in the most desperate of human conditions.

Any pastor could tell you of the blessings of affliction they have seen. Such blessings come not only to those who suffer but also to those family members, friends, and caregivers who are part of the process. Sins confessed, sins forgiven, old wounds healed, new bonds established, priorities reestablished, love strengthened, faith renewed, God’s grace acknowledged—all these and so much more form a litany of blessings that God can use for his eternal purpose and for the ultimate good of His people.

Patience in affliction, then, comes from living life under the cross. Patience in affliction knows that because of the cross nothing can separate us from God’s love. Patience in affliction comes from knowing that because of the cross God’s love is at work in affliction. Patience in affliction comes from knowing that because of the cross victory has been won and our affliction is but light and momentary compared to the glory that awaits us.

"Faithful in prayer" might literally be rendered as "in regard to prayer, continuing." Prayer must be a constant reality in life under the cross. All too often we pray only as a last resort, when all else has failed. For the believer, under the cross, prayer should be our starting point, not our last resort. In the act of prayer we acknowledge our dependence upon God and our inability to carry on without Him. Prayer is a trusting response to God's promise that He will hear and answer our petitions. The humble prayer of the believer, "Not my will but Yours be done," is an acknowledgment of God's control over our lives and an act of submission to His will.  Dependence and trust, these are the great themes of life under the cross.

It is profoundly ironic that the cross—the instrument of brutal execution and death—has been transformed for the believer into the decisive emblem of life. That irony is expressive of the total unexpectedness of that which God has done for us and for our salvation. The Creator God demonstrated the precious value of every human life by the death of His only Son. That is the paradox of the cross. Human life was worth enough to God for Him to give up that which was most precious to Him in the entire universe, the life of His beloved Son, Jesus our Redeemer.

The cross contradicts every attempt to define the value of human life in terms of size, or health, or age, or pleasure, or race.  People may scorn and reject as worthless the life of the old man or woman in a nursing home, the life of the unborn child, the life of the terminally ill, or the life of the physically or mentally handicapped.

But the cross decisively demonstrates God's compelling love for each and all of them.  In fact it is people like these—in their weakness, their vulnerability, and their pain—who most clearly reveal the remarkable nature of God's gracious love. That love came in the most unexpected way to people who could never have earned or deserved it—people exactly like us.

So, "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." Live your life the only way that life can truly be lived, under the cross. 

Prayers

Collect for the 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For the Office of President

Almighty God, Ruler of the nations, regard with favor the office of president established in this country, and grant Your servant health of body and mind for the exercise of his duties. Strengthen him in order to bear the burden of this high office. Grant to him understanding and a keen mind, and surround him with just counsel so that under his leadership this nation may be directed in the way of righteousness and peace. Teach Your people to confess that all rule and authority derives from Your kindness, to hinder what is evil, for the protection of Your creation, and to encourage and support the good, for the distribution of daily bread among Your creatures. Keep us mindful of our obligations to the authorities established, remembering them in our fervent petitions and giving to the office the obedience and honor the office deserves. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

For the Nation

Heavenly Father, by Whose Word authorities are seated and deposed; we offer our thanks for the daily blessings that You have showered upon this land and upon these peoples. Though deserving only condemnation and Your just rebuke, stay Your hand of anger so that the Gospel may yet have the opportunity to reach the ears of many who walk in self-righteousness and darkness. Preserve the liberties that we enjoy, especially to gather in Your name so that we may receive the gift of Life in Your Son; keep us faithful to You even as we are surrounded by the temptations to hold fast to the treasures of this age and land. Turn us from any self-destructive path, giving us courage in place of fear, harmony in place of discord, and righteousness in place of rebellion—everywhere and in everything. In Your great mercy and patience exercise Your benevolence on this nation, and hear the prayers of Your people, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Second Sunday after Epiphany

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 533, “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 408, “Come, Join in Cana’s Feast”

Distribution Hymn: LSB 538, “Praise Be to Christ” & LSB 848, “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”
Old Testament Reading, Exodus 33:12-23
12Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in My sight.’ 13Now therefore, if I have found favor in Your sight, please show me now Your ways, that I may know You in order to find favor in Your sight. Consider too that this nation is Your people.”

14And He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”

15And he said to Him,  “If Your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not in Your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and Your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

17And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in My sight, and I know you by name.”

18Moses said, “Please show me Your glory.”

19And He said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you My name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” He said, “you cannot see My face, for man shall not see Me and live.” 21And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by Me where you shall stand on the rock, 22and while My glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.” 

· Moses did not see the face of the Lord, lest he perish because of his sin. How has the face of the Lord been manifested to us? See also John 1:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:6.

· What goodness passed before Moses? Read Exodus 34:1-7.

Epistle, Romans 12:6-16

6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 

· Paul begins Romans 12 with the exhortations, “present your bodies as a living sacrifice” and “be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” How does the practice of these matters, the use of gifts in proportion to our faith and the display of love, show sacrifice and renewal?

Holy Gospel, John 2:1-11

1On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus also was invited to the wedding with His disciples. 3When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”

4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”

5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.”

6Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8And He said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it.

9When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.”

11This, the first of His signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested His glory. And His disciples believed in Him.
· How would you describe the spirit of a wedding? Why, then, would Jesus have performed His first sign at a wedding feast?

· For what reason had Jesus performed the sign? See also John 20:30,31.

Announcements

Can't make it to the 36th annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., next week? Follow the action online as LCMS President Gerald Kieschnick, members of the LCMS Sanctity of Human Life Committee, LCMS Life Ministry staff members, and Lutherans from around the country join thousands of other pro-life supporters expected this year. For up-to-the-minute web coverage (videos, audio interviews, photos, and more) about Lutherans on march day, visit www.lcms.org/marchforlife
Sunday, 1/18

· No LSF Bible Study

Tuesday, 1/20

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

Wednesday, 1/21

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Constantinople
Thursday, 1/22

· 4:30 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sunday, 1/25, 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (II Kings 5:1-15a; Romans 1:8-17; Matthew 8:1-13)

· 12:30 p.m., Voters’ Assembly Meeting

Friday, 1/30

· 6:00 p.m., Friday Family Fellowship Night (rescheduled from 1/9)
God’s Stewards. The Christian way of life is spontaneous and voluntary (1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:7)—it is not moved by remorse, goaded by guilt, forced by fear, or formed by fear. Christian stewardship is the life of Christ manifest within His people—thus we recognize need and take steps to remedy the want. Christians are sometimes called upon to leave their own and at other times to surrender their property (Matthew 19:29). The freedom to decide what might be done to minister to a given need is a facet of the life of faith; pray, then, for wisdom to act in accord with the charity that God has shown to us in Christ. 

Missions. Trinity is linked to Macau, where long-term missionary David Pfeifer serves. He writes, "During our Tuesday night Bible study, we are in the lessons leading up to the birth of Jesus. The other week, one student, Kelly, brought the lesson along to our lunch time with questions. As we talked, she asked, 'Why did Jesus have to die?' It gave me an opportunity to share the Gospel with her. She said she never heard that before. This girl was familiar with the English Center, but never came until we started the special brown bag lunch sessions from Tuesday to Friday, during which students can practice with native English speakers. As her English improved, she started coming to Tuesday night class as well. Keep her in your prayers, so that she will continue to ask questions and that the little seed may grow."
Hotel de Zink. Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for up to 15 people who are homeless during the month of January. Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner are needed to feed them during their stay with us. Socks & travel size Toiletries are also needed.
The Altar Guild thanks all who assisted in the decoration of the church building for the Season of Christmas and the members extend also their thanks to those—from the greatest to the least—who helped removing the trees, packing the crèche, and cleaning the building.

LWML Annual Morning of Prayer. Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at 650-992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

Altar flowers. Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart in the narthex for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Needed: Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Send your check to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or e-mail your donation to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Narthex

The Church Beyond the Peninsula

I encourage you to follow this link and read the story of the Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan (yes, a prospering Church in the Sudan!). Go to: http://www.lcmsworldmission.org/news
What’s Happening on the Hill

This link describes events in Washington, D.C., that pertain to the confession and practice of the faith in this country. To view the January Just In From The Hill, go to:

http://www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/media/WRHC/FromtheHill_v5_i1.pdf

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 33:12-23
· Moses did not see the face of the Lord, lest he perish because of his sin. How has the face of the Lord been manifested to us? The Lord looks upon us and gives us peace, He lifts His countenance on us in Christ – when you behold and hold fast to the work of Jesus, you see the Father. See also John 1:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:6.
· What goodness passed before Moses? The Lord proclaimed that He forgivers sin. Read Exodus 34:1-7.

Epistle, Romans 12:6-16

· Paul begins Romans 12 with the exhortations, “present your bodies as a living sacrifice” and “be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” How does the practice of these matters, the use of gifts in proportion to our faith and the display of love, show sacrifice and renewal? Rather than gathering gifts to myself and employing them for my benefit, I distribute God’s goodness as I offer (sacrifice) them and their profit to others—that demonstrates a renewal of spirit, namely depending on the Father and not my bankrupt spirit.

Holy Gospel, John 2:1-11

· How would you describe the spirit of a wedding? Why, then, would Jesus have performed His first sign at a wedding feast? Festal. A wedding portrays that character – joyful, as well as embodying one portrait of Christ and the Church—bridegroom and bride (Ephesians 5:22ff).

· For what reason had Jesus performed the sign? The signs are credentials that what Jesus says about Himself is true. See John 20:30,31.
